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	Introduction
Bow Community Primary School is a mainstream, inclusive primary school for children aged 4–11 years, from Reception to Year 6.
We are committed to ensuring that every child has the opportunity to achieve, participate and feel a valued member of our school community. We recognise that children have different strengths, needs and ways of learning. Our approach is therefore based on understanding the individual child and removing barriers to learning wherever possible.
We aim to provide an inclusive environment in which children feel safe, supported and able to develop their confidence, independence and self-esteem.
Our Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCo) is Ali Gillard. The SENDCo works closely with pupils, families, school staff and a range of external professionals to identify needs and ensure that appropriate support is put in place.
Our commitment
At Bow Community Primary School, we are committed to working in partnership with children and families to ensure that pupils with SEND are included, supported and enabled to achieve their potential.
We recognise that every child is different. Our approach is therefore based on understanding individual strengths and needs, removing barriers to learning and providing appropriate support through a graduated response.
This SEN Information Report should be read alongside the school's SEND Policy, Accessibility Plan, Equality Policy, Behaviour Policy and other relevant school policies. This report explains how we support children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) and how we meet the requirements of the SEND Code of Practice (2015).


	Family questions
	Key information 
	Links to SEND Code of Practice (2015)

	School Policy and procedure

	What kinds of SEND needs are provided for at Bow?

	We support children with a wide range of special educational needs and disabilities across the four broad areas identified in the SEND Code of Practice:
Communication and Interaction
Cognition and Learning
Social, Emotional and Mental Health
Sensory and/or Physical Needs
Children may have needs relating to areas such as speech, language and communication, autism, dyslexia, social and emotional development, attention and concentration, physical development or sensory needs.
We recognise that a diagnosis does not automatically mean that a child has SEN. Equally, a child does not need a formal diagnosis in order for school to identify a special educational need and put appropriate support in place. We focus on the individual child's needs and the provision required to help them access learning and participate fully in school.
 
	The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at school

	How do you know if a pupil needs extra help?
	We aim to identify additional needs as early as possible. Identification is an ongoing process and we recognise that a child's needs may change during their time at school.
We work closely with families, previous educational settings and relevant professionals to build a clear understanding of a child's strengths and areas of need.
Teachers monitor children's progress through:
day-to-day observation and assessments;
formative assessment;
ongoing and summative assessments;
analysis of pupil progress and attainment data;
monitoring of books and learning;
discussions with pupils;
discussions with families;
discussions between class teachers, teaching assistants and the SENDCo;
regular review of the school's SEND register;
information from previous settings;
information from external professionals where appropriate.
Where a child is not making expected progress, or where there are ongoing concerns about their development, learning, communication, behaviour or wellbeing, staff will discuss the concerns and consider what additional support may be required.
Families are encouraged to share concerns with us. We recognise that children may present differently at home and at school and that parents often have important information about their child's strengths and needs.
We will work with families to understand the barriers a child is experiencing and identify appropriate next steps.

	Information about the school’s policies for identification and assessment of pupils with special educational needs


	Day to day support

	How do teachers help pupils with SEND? How will the school support my child?

	At Bow Community Primary School, inclusion is the responsibility of everyone.
Our first priority is to provide high-quality teaching and adaptive provision which enables pupils with SEND to participate in learning alongside their peers wherever possible.
Teachers adapt teaching, resources, the learning environment and expectations according to individual need.
This may include:
clear and explicit teaching;
breaking learning into smaller steps;
modelling and guided practice;
scaffolding;
visual supports;
additional explanation and repetition;
checking understanding;
adapted resources;
additional processing time;
use of technology and supportive equipment;
structured opportunities for practice;
flexible grouping;
targeted individual or small-group support;
support for communication and interaction;
alternative timetables;
support for emotional regulation and wellbeing.
Where a child requires provision that is additional to or different from that normally available through high-quality teaching, targeted support may be put in place.
The type and amount of support will depend on the child's individual needs and will be reviewed regularly.

	The school’s approach to teaching pupils with SEND


	How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?








	We aim for all pupils with SEND to have access to a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum.
The curriculum may be adapted to remove barriers to learning. Adaptations are based on the child's individual needs rather than on a diagnosis or label.
Examples may include:
adapting resources;
using visual or practical approaches;
providing additional scaffolding;
adjusting the amount or presentation of written information;
providing alternative ways for pupils to record or demonstrate their learning;
providing additional adult support where appropriate;
adapting the learning environment;
providing specialist equipment;
allowing additional processing time;
providing movement or sensory breaks where appropriate.
Where pupils require additional support outside the classroom, this will be carefully planned so that it complements classroom learning and does not unnecessarily limit access to the wider curriculum.

	How adaptations are made to the curriculum and learning environment


	Is there any additional support available to help children with SEND?
	We use a graduated approach to supporting pupils with SEND.
For most pupils, additional support begins with high-quality teaching and appropriate adaptations within the classroom.
Where further support is required, we use the Devon Graduated Response Toolkit and follow the cycle of:
ASSESS → PLAN → DO → REVIEW
Assess: We gather information about the child's strengths, needs, progress and barriers to learning.
Plan: We agree appropriate outcomes, provision and strategies. Families and pupils are involved wherever appropriate.
Do: The agreed provision is implemented and monitored by school staff.
Review: We consider the impact of the support and whether it has helped the child make progress towards their outcomes. Provision is adapted where necessary.
Children receiving SEN Support may have an Individual Support Plan, which records their identified needs, outcomes, provision and review information.
Where a child requires support from an external professional, the SENDCo will work with families and the relevant service to make appropriate referrals.

	

	How will the school know how well my child is doing?
	We monitor the progress of pupils with SEND through a combination of assessment information and professional discussion.
The SENDCo works with class teachers to review:
progress and attainment;
identified needs;
provision being delivered;
the impact of interventions;
the child's views;
family views;
information from external professionals where relevant.
The effectiveness of support is considered as part of the Assess–Plan–Do–Review cycle. Where provision is not having the intended impact, we will consider what needs to change.
The school also monitors SEND provision through leadership monitoring, review of SEND information and discussions with staff and families.

	Arrangements for assessing and reviewing pupil’s progress towards outcomes


	How will I know my child is making progress? How do you check on this?
	Families are kept informed about their child's progress through the school's usual reporting and consultation arrangements.
Families of children with SEND will have opportunities to discuss their child's progress and provision with the class teacher and/or SENDCo.
Families will receive and contribute to their child's Individual Support Plan.
Families can contact the school if they have concerns about their child's progress or provision.
Where a child has an EHCP, statutory annual review arrangements will also apply.
	How the effectiveness of provision is evaluated


	How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?
	We want all pupils to participate fully in school life.
school trips;
educational visits;
PE;
residential opportunities;
assemblies;
enrichment clubs;
school events;
positions of responsibility.
Risk assessments are completed for activities outside the classroom and appropriate adjustments or additional support are considered so that pupils with SEND can participate safely.
Families will be consulted where an activity requires individual arrangements.
Enrichment clubs are made accessible to pupils with SEND wherever possible.

	How pupils with SEND are enabled to engage in activities available with those in the school who do not have SEND


	How will you support my child’s overall well-being?
	We recognise that emotional wellbeing is an important part of children's ability to learn and participate successfully in school. Mrs Ali Gillard is the Senior Mental Health Lead.
All pupils have access to our PSHE curriculum and pastoral support through explicit lessons 
Support may include:
trusted adults in school;
opportunities to talk to an adult;
support with emotional regulation;
support with friendships and relationships;
pastoral interventions;
support with behaviour and self-regulation;
work around online safety and personal safety;
liaison with families;
support from external services where appropriate.
Our designated safeguarding leads (Mrs Wilmott, Mrs Gillard and Mrs Drake) work closely with staff to ensure that concerns about children's welfare are identified and responded to appropriately.
The school can work with external agencies where a child requires additional support.
Information about the school's arrangements for administering medicines and supporting children's health needs is available through the school's policies and website.

	Support for improving emotional and social development





	Involving families

	How will you help me to support my child’s learning? When will we be able to discuss my child’s progress?
	We believe that families are important partners in supporting children with SEND.
We share information about children's progress and provision through:
family consultation meetings;
progress reports;
Individual Support Plans;
EHCP annual reviews;
meetings with the SENDCo;
meetings with the class teacher;
telephone and face-to-face discussions;
Early Help and Team Around the Family meetings where appropriate.
Families are encouraged to contact school if they have concerns or information that may help us to understand their child's needs.
We provide a wide range of opportunities for families to engage with school and be involved in their child’s education, including meet-the-teacher sessions, open events, regular communication with staff, and newsletters. We value strong, positive relationships with families and encourage families to share their views, celebrate their child’s progress and work in partnership with us to support their learning and wellbeing.

	Arrangements for consulting with parents/carers of children with SEND and involving them in their child’s education


	How will my child be able to share their views?
	We value the views of children and recognise that pupils should be involved in decisions about their education and support.
Children may share their views through:
conversations with their class teacher;
conversations with teaching assistants;
discussions with the SENDCo;
pupil surveys and questionnaires;
their Individual Support Plan;
School Council;
Early Help meetings;
EHCP annual reviews.
Children are supported to express their views in a way that is appropriate to their age, communication and individual needs.

	Arrangements for consulting with children with SEND and involving them in their education

	How will you support my child when he/she joins your school or moves class or transfers to a new school? 
	We recognise that transitions can be particularly important for pupils with SEND.
Starting school: We work with pre-school settings and families to gather information about children's strengths, needs and existing support. Where appropriate, the SENCO and Reception staff will liaise with the child's previous setting and relevant professionals.
Joining the school during the school year: Where a child joins the school at another point during the school year, we work closely with the family and the child's previous school or setting to gather and share relevant information. This may include information about the child's strengths, needs, attainment, SEND provision, effective strategies and any involvement from external professionals. This helps us to understand the child as quickly as possible and ensure that appropriate support and provision are in place from the outset.
Moving between classes: Information about pupils' needs and effective strategies is shared between staff to support continuity of provision.
Moving to secondary school: We work closely with the receiving secondary school to share relevant information and support transition. This may include meetings between SEND staff, sharing information about the child's needs and provision, transition documentation, additional visits, opportunities for secondary school staff to meet the child and additional transition support where required.
Transition arrangements are tailored to the individual child, taking account of their strengths, needs, views and the level of support required to help them feel safe, confident and ready for their next stage of education.

	Arrangements for supporting pupils moving between phases of education and preparing for adulthood


	Staff skills and wider support 

	What skills do the staff have to meet my child’s needs? 





	We have an experienced staff team who receive ongoing training, guidance and professional development to support the needs of pupils in our school. Training is informed by the needs of pupils, staff development priorities and relevant changes in guidance or practice. Staff may receive training from colleagues within school or from external professionals and specialist services. The SENDCo works with teachers and teaching assistants to share advice, develop staff confidence and identify further training where this would support effective provision.
Training and professional development may cover areas such as inclusive practice, adaptive teaching, communication and interaction, cognition and learning, social and emotional development, sensory and physical needs, safeguarding, wellbeing and specific needs identified within the school.

	The expertise and training of staff to support pupils with SEND, including how specialist expertise will be secured




	What specialist services are available at or accessed by the school?
	Where appropriate, the school works closely with a range of external agencies and professionals to identify and meet the needs of children and young people with SEND. This may include:
· Public Health Nursing Service.
· SEND and Inclusion Services.
· Children and Family Health Devon (CFHD) – providing a range of health services for children, young people and families, including specialist services for children and young people with SEND.
· Children's social care and Early Help services, where appropriate.
We work with families and, where appropriate, the child to coordinate support and ensure that advice from external professionals is incorporated into the child's provision and reviewed as part of the graduated approach.
Referrals and requests for advice are made in partnership with families and in accordance with the requirements of the relevant service.

	How school involves other bodies, including health and social care, local authority support services and voluntary sector organisations, in meeting pupils’ SEN and supporting their families

	Accessibility and specialist equipment

	What happens if my child needs specialist equipment?




	We will work with families and relevant professionals to identify equipment or adaptations required to enable a child to access learning and the school environment.
Where specialist equipment is recommended, the school will liaise with relevant services, such as Occupational Therapy, to identify appropriate equipment and how it should be used.
Resources routinely used in school may include:
Chromebooks;
writing slopes;
pencil grips;
timers;
coloured overlays where appropriate;
wedge/wobble cushions;
visual supports and adapted resources.
More specialist equipment may be purchased or loaned depending on the child's needs and the advice of relevant professionals.

	How equipment and facilities to support children with SEND will be secured



	How accessible is the school and how does it arrange the facilities children need?
	Our accessibility arrangements and Accessibility Plan are available through the school website.

	

	How will my child manage tests and exams?
	Access arrangements are considered according to the individual needs of pupils and the relevant assessment requirements.
Where appropriate, arrangements may include:
additional time;
readers;
scribes;
movement breaks;
smaller groups;
quieter working spaces;
other reasonable adjustments permitted by the relevant assessment arrangements.
Decisions are made by school staff in accordance with the relevant guidance and, where appropriate, in consultation with families and pupils.

	Information regarding access arrangements


	Accessing advice and support 

	What should I do if I think my child may have a special educational need or disability? 

	If you have concerns about your child's progress, development or access to learning, please speak initially to your child's class teacher.
The class teacher may then involve the SENDCo where appropriate. Families can also contact the SENDCo directly.
SENDCo: Ali Gillard
Telephone: 01363 82319
Email: admin@bowcps.devon.sch.uk (please indicate for attention of the SENDCo)
School telephone: 01363 82319

We encourage families to share concerns as early as possible so that we can work together to identify the best way forward.

	Contact details for the Special Educational Needs Coordinator


	What do I do if I am not happy or if I want to complain?

	We encourage families to raise concerns with us as soon as possible.
The first point of contact will normally be the class teacher. Where appropriate, the SENDCo or Headteacher will become involved.
If a concern cannot be resolved informally, the school's formal complaints procedure should be followed.
Families may also seek independent advice and support from the Devon Information Advice and Support (DIAS) Service.

	Arrangements for handling complaints from parents of children with SEND

	Where can I get information, advice and support?

	The SENDCo can signpost families to relevant services and sources of support.
Families can also access independent SEND information, advice and support through Devon Information Advice and Support (DIAS).
Devon County Council's SEND Local Offer provides information about services and support available to children and young people with SEND and their families across Devon.

	The school’s contribution to the local offer and where the LA’s local offer is published

	Where can I find out about other services that might be available for our family and my child?

	The Devon Local Offer provides information about education, health and social care services available for children and young people with SEND aged 0–25 and their families.
The school can support families in identifying appropriate services and making contact with relevant agencies.
Devon County Council SEND Local Offer;
Devon Information Advice and Support (DIAS);
relevant health and social care services;
voluntary and community organisations;
support identified through Early Help where appropriate.

	

	What happens if my child needs specialist equipment?

	We will work with families and relevant professionals to identify equipment or adaptations required to enable a child to access learning and the school environment.
Where specialist equipment is recommended, the school will liaise with relevant services, such as Occupational Therapy, to identify appropriate equipment and how it should be used.
Resources routinely used in school may include:
Chromebooks;
writing slopes;
pencil grips;
timers;
coloured overlays where appropriate;
wedge/wobble cushions;
visual supports and adapted resources.
More specialist equipment may be purchased or loaned depending on the child's needs and the advice of relevant professionals.
Our accessibility arrangements and Accessibility Plan are available through the school website.
Access arrangements are considered according to the individual needs of pupils and the relevant assessment requirements.
Where appropriate, arrangements may include:
additional time;
readers;
scribes;
movement breaks;
smaller groups;
quieter working spaces;
other reasonable adjustments permitted by the relevant assessment arrangements.
Decisions are made by school staff in accordance with the relevant guidance and, where appropriate, in consultation with families and pupils.


	

	What should I do if I think my child may have a special educational need or disability?

	If you have concerns about your child's progress, development or access to learning, please speak initially to your child's class teacher.
The class teacher may then involve the SENDCo where appropriate. Families can also contact the SENDCo directly.
SENDCo: Ali Gillard
Telephone: 01363 82319
Email: admin@bowcps.devon.sch.uk (please indicate for attention of the SENDCo)
School telephone: 01363 82319

We encourage families to share concerns as early as possible so that we can work together to identify the best way forward.
Our SEND Governor is Kathryn Tayler
ktayler@bowcps.devon.sch.uk
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